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Synopsis

Mapmaking fulfills one of our most ancient and deepseated desires: understanding the world around
us and our place in it. But maps need not just show continents and oceans: there are maps to
heaven and hell; to happiness and despair; maps of moods, matrimony, and mythological places.
There are maps to popular culture, from Gulliver’s Island to Gilligan’s Island. There are speculative
maps of the world before it was known, and maps to secret places known only to the mapmaker.
Artists’ maps show another kind of uncharted realm: the imagination. What all these maps have in
common is their creators’ willingness to venture beyond the boundaries of geography or
convention.You Are Here is a wide-ranging collection of such superbly inventive maps. These are
charts of places you’re not expected to find, but a voyage you take in your mind: an exploration of
the ideal country estate from a dog’s perspective; a guide to buried treasure on Skeleton Island; a
trip down the road to success; or the world as imagined by an inmate of a mental institution. With
over 100 maps from artists, cartographers, and explorers, You are Here gives the reader a

breath-taking view of worlds, both real and imaginary.
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Customer Reviews

Trying to describe this book is difficult, so I'll just start by saying it is WONDERFUL. It's imaginative,
thought-provoking, whimsical, intense and unique; if you're hesitating about buying it, be assured
that it is well worth the money. On a practical level, it's just packed with fascinating drawings, a full
color "map" on most pages, and many double-page color spreads. They range from ancient

carvings to wild modern art by people like Adolf Wolfli to computer-generated maps of air routes



across Great Britain (which look a bit like Jackson Pollock paintings!) Each map is worth an
afternoon of contemplation: maps of heaven and hell, maps of Gilligan’s Island, maps of the world
seen through the eyes of a New Yorker (or a Californian), two maps (one for a woman’s heart, one
for a man’s) with "Obstacles and Entrances Clearly Marked." Maps of the digestive system and of
phrenology systems, roadmaps to success or despair, missionary maps from the 19th century, and
lots of maps from famous books such as Gulliver's Travels. Just think of the word "map" as a
metaphor for our desire to "locate" ourselves in an interior as well as an exterior way and you’ll get
the gist of this book. It’s really delightful, and you can go back to it again and again. You'll see new

details and find new things to think about each time you do.

I've been buying books for 45 years and this is the most wonderful book | own--amazing,
thought-provoking, beautiful. My only regret is that | waited so long to purchase it. As improbable as
it sounds, "You Are Here" comes across as what might be the lush, lovely, and totally unlikely
synthesis of Bachelard’s "The Poetics of Space," the imaginative joy of A.A. Milne ("Winnie the
Pooh" and "The House at Pooh Corner," etc.) or P.L. Travers ("Mary Poppins," "Mary Poppins
Opens the Door," etc.), and the deep wisdom of place and spirit found in the works of Annie Dillard
and Kathleen Norris or even Terry Tempest Williams. When | open "You Are Here," my heart, spirit

and imagination invariably soar.

The material is extremely interesting; but the format of the book is too small to really appreciate the
material, many of the images are split across the page and impossible to see in detail, and the
reproduction of some is poor (Fuzzy, out of focus). Needs to be executed in a larger format with

illustrations one per page

The content of this book is excellent so far--but it’s frustrating to try to read the small font. If this
book were reprinted with larger font, I'd buy copies for all my friends. | have never encountered such
tiny font! That alone keeps me from ordering several copies. My copy is a library book. | had
planned to read it, then order my own if | liked it. | would probably get it in Kindle edition, but there’s

not one. With a Kindle, at least, you can enlarge the font.

This book was not what | was expecting but it is interesting nonetheless. It is a collection of (mostly)
unconventional maps with a few paragraphs written about each. In addition there are some articles

on topics loosely related to cartography and the mind. It is more of a picture book than a reference



volume and provides food for thought on mapping and identity.

Just like the signs on public maps that have an arrow that says "You are here", this book presents a
number of clever maps to help identify ways to locate yourself and to chart your journey. Walk
through , , Hollywood, as well as creative views of the world, countries and cities. It has area maps
and room maps and | am inspired to start making maps of important places and events in my life

and | bet that you will be inspired too.

This book is so good that | bought it 3 times. It is so good that | go to it's page every 2 months or so
to scroll down and see if any other books on the subject of "abstract maps" have been published

that come close to You Are Here’s quality. Answer: not yet. This book is a whole bunch of yesses.

This is a wonderful and thoughtful and visually stunning collection of artist maps. | LOVE it!!! If

you’re interested in environmental art, it's a must have for your book collection.
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